
Whittier Parent Newsletter 
February 10, 2017

Message From Mr. Silagi

Whittier Families,

We have had a great month of learning here at 
Whittier.  Your students continue to work hard each 
day and put forth their best effort in the classroom.  
While your children are demonstrating a strong work 
ethic, please know that our staff is working hard to 
assure that each child possesses the academic and 
social emotional skills to be successful in school and 
in life.  Your involvement in your child’s education is a 
valuable contribution as we strive to fulfill this 
mission. Thank you for all you do for your children. 
We are honored to serve your family. 

Sincerely,

Chris Silagi

In This Issue…

Pg. 2 – February SEL Focus 

Pg. 3 – Growth Mindset and Collaboration

Pg. 4 – Student Achievement and Teacher 
Collaboration

Pg. 5 – STEM Career Expo

Pg. 6 – Stock Market Game Winners 

Pg. 7 – Calling All Kindergarteners 2017-18

Pg. 8 – Upcoming Dates and Events 



Social-Emotional Learning Focus
Our Social-Emotional Learning Focus during the month of 
February centers around helping our students to problem 
solve while working in a group setting.  We will revisit our 
school-wide Expectations for Collaboration (lower right) and 
students will role play scenarios that feature each 
expectation being demonstrated both appropriately and 
inappropriately.  We will then give students strategies for 
solving problems when they arise in group settings.  A few of 
these strategies include:

• Remain calm and use positive language

• Use supportive language even when it is not used toward 
you or other group members

• Self-reflect, brainstorm, and try out new ideas

• Focus on the task and communicate clearly with others, 
even if others are emotional

• Be present, know your strengths, include others



Design Challenge, Growth Mindset and Collaboration

To further support our social-emotional learning target 
of problem solving in a group setting students will 
engage in a design thinking challenge.  After each grade 
level assembly, classrooms will participate in “The 
Marshmallow Challenge.”  The Marshmallow Challenge is 
an open ended activity where groups are given 18 
minutes to create the tallest free standing structure that 
they can with a marshmallow on top. Groups are given 
dry pasta sticks, a yard of string and tape, and one large 
marshmallow.  This is a collaborative challenge and has 
been used across the world to promote the 
collaboration, ideation, prototyping, and analysis.  
Students will certainly encounter obstacles as they take 
on this challenge.  Our hope is to provide them with the 
necessary knowledge to collaborate (through our 
Expectations for Collaboration) while still challenging our 
students enough so they utilize the strategies that we 
have taught them through our Growth Mindset and SEL 
programming. 



Teacher Collaboration = Student Achievement

There is abundant research that supports the 
notion that when successful teacher collaboration 
takes place in schools, student learning increases 
at high levels.  At Whittier, we certainly believe in 
this research and we work together to make this a 
reality in our building.  There are many examples 
of this at our building.  One example is that our 
grade level teams set student learning goals in 
both math and reading based on pre-assessment 
standards data.  They then work collectively to 
plan instruction and develop common formative 
assessments. In the winter students are assessed 
on the same standards.  At a recent data session 
our teams analyzed our growth data.  In this 
analysis, Whittier ranked at the top of the district 
in both growth and overall achievement on several 
standards.  



STEM Career Night is February 16th

• STEM Career Night is 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Feb. 16 in the Whittier gyms.

• Have a blast exploring, science, 
technology, engineering and math!

• Admission is FREE. All ages welcome.

• There will be plenty of hands-on 
exhibits and interactive science 
demonstrations to explore.

• We're featuring a passport program so 
kids can collect signatures from 
exhibitors and enter a prize drawing.



Stock Market Game Winners 

Alyssa Garner and Christopher 
Buchalski placed 2nd out of 110 
teams in the Northwest Region for 
the Fall 2016 session of The Stock 
Market Game.  This is a great 
accomplishment, and we are 
proud of both Alyssa and 
Christopher!  



Calling All 

Kindergarteners 

for 2017-18

Our Kindergarten Round-Up for parents 
that will have kindergarten students 
during the 2017-18 school year will take 
place on March 8th at 6:00 PM.  If you 
know of any families that are planning to 
have their child attend kindergarten at 
Whittier next school year please inform 
them about this event.  Parents of 
incoming kindergarteners can visit the 
district website to obtain enrollment 
information at: 
http://www.cusd200.org/Page/11598

To help us plan for the upcoming school 
year please complete all paperwork and 
necessary enrollment steps prior to the 
Kindergarten round up date. If you have 
any questions the school office can be 
contacted at 630-682-2185.

http://www.cusd200.org/Page/11598


Mark Your Calendars 

2/16 – STEM Expo  6 – 8 PM

3/3 – School Improvement Day – No School

3/8 – Kindergarten Round-Up - 6 PM 

3/27 – 3/31 – Spring Break 

Valentine’s Day Classroom Parties

Please note that Valentine cards 
should not include any food of any 
type.  Thank you for helping us to 
keep Whittier a safe environment!


